
 
Work Exempt from Permits 

Minor Alterations—do not require permits 

Minor changes or modifications in a building or any part thereof, excluding additions 

thereto, that do not in any way affect health or the fire or structural safety of the building 

or the safe use and operation of the service equipment therein.  [§28-105.4.2.1] 

 

Ordinary Repairs—do not require permits  [§28-105.4.2.1] 

Replacements or renewals of existing work in a building, or of parts of the service 

equipment therein, with the same or equivalent materials or equipment parts, that are 

made in the ordinary course of maintenance and that do not in any way affect health or 

the fire or structural safety of the building or the safe use and operation of the service 

equipment therein. Ordinary repairs shall include the repair or replacement of any 

plumbing fixture, piping or faucets from any exposed stop valve to the inlet side of a trap.  

[§28-105.4.2.1] 

 

Minor Alterations or Ordinary Repairs shall not include: 

1. The cutting away of any load bearing or required fire rated wall, floor, or roof 

construction, or any portion thereof. 

2. The removal, cutting, or modification of any beams or structural supports; 

3. The removal, change, or closing of any required exit; 

4. The addition, rearrangement, relocation, removal or replacement of any parts of 

the building affecting loading or exit requirements, or light, heat, ventilation, or 

elevator requirements or accessibility requirements or any fire suppression 

system; 

5. Additions to, alterations of, or rearrangement, relocation, replacement, repair or 

removal of any portion of a standpipe or sprinkler system, water distribution 



 
system, house sewer, private sewer, or drainage system, including leaders, or 

any soil, waste or vent pipe, or any gas distribution system; 

6. Any plumbing work other than the repair or replacement of plumbing fixtures, 

piping or faucets from the exposed stop valve to the inlet side of a trap; 

7. The alteration or repair of a sign for which a permit is required; or 

8. Any other work affecting health or the fire or structural safety of the building or 

the safe use and operation of the service equipment therein.  

 

 



 
Ordinary Plumbing Work—does not require permits 

The following ordinary plumbing work may be performed without a permit, provided that 

the licensed plumber performing such work: (i) provides a monthly report listing 

completed work and work in progress during the preceding month, including the block, 

lot and address of each job, a description of the work performed or in progress at each 

address, and the location in each building where the work was performed or is in 

progress; (ii) pays the fees for such work in accordance with this code; and (iii) submits 

to the department a certification that the work was performed in accordance with this 

code and all applicable laws and rules.  [§28-105.4.4] 

Ordinary plumbing work shall include: 

1. The removal of a domestic plumbing system not connected to a fire suppression 

system, or the removal of a portion of such system. 

2. The relocation of up to two plumbing fixtures within the same room to a maximum 

of 10 feet (3048 mm) distant from the original location, except in health care 

facilities. 

3. The installation, replacement or repair of a food waste grinder (food waste 

disposal) or back flow preventer and the replacement or repair of a sump pump. 

4. The replacement of closet bends. 

5. In buildings in occupancy group R2 occupied by fewer than six families or in 

buildings in occupancy group R3, the replacement of a gas water heater or a gas 

fired boiler with a capacity of 350,000 BTU or less where the existing appliance 

gas cock is not moved, provided that the plumber has inspected the chimney and 

found it to be in good operational condition. 

6. The repair or replacement of any non-gas, non-fire suppression piping not longer 

than 10 feet (3048 mm) inside a building, or connected piping previously repaired 

or replaced under this provision. 

7. The repair or replacement of non-fire suppression branch piping after the riser 

shutoff valve, including the replacement of fixtures, limited to two bathrooms and one 

kitchen per building per monthly reporting period. 


